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I just now hear they have burnt Colonel Kirkbride's, Mr. 
Burden's, and some other houses at Bordentown. Governor 
Johnson (House of Commons) has written to Mr. Robert 
Morris, informing him of commissioners coming from England. 
The letter is printed in the newspapers without signature, and 
is dated February 5, by which you will know it. 

Please, sir, to accept this, rough and incorrect as it is, as I 

have no time to copy it fairly, which was my design when I 

began it ; besides which, paper is most exceedingly scarce. 

I am, dear sir, your obliged and affectionate 

humble servant, 

Thomas Paine. 
The Hon. Benjamin Fbanelin, France. 



NOTES ON THE STAMP ACT IN NEW YORK AND 
VIRGINIA. 

CONTRIBUTED BY CHAS. B. HILDEBURN. 

The manner in which the Stamp Act was resisted in the Northern Colonies 
has been told in detail by Mr. Brancroft. A still more elaborate account of 
the failure to enforce the Act in New York has been recently printed in 
the Magazine of American History, by Mr. John Austin Stevens, Librarian 
of the New York Historical Society. But little, however, has been pub- 
lished in regard to the action of the people of Virginia, and the account 
quoted from the Pennsylvania Journal is, therefore, comparatively new. The 
letters given are selected from the Swift papers in the writer's possession, and 
furnish additional light on the subject. 

THE COLLECTOR AND COMPTROLLER OP THE CUSTOM AT NEW YORK 
TO THE SURVEYOR-GENERAL OF THE CUSTOMS. 

New York, October r> 28, 1765. 
Sir:— 

The first Day of November being near at hand, when the 
Stamp Act is to take place, and as there is a Great Uproar in 
Town, and Threatening Papers having been put up at all our 

his neighbors prisoners ; they were taken into Philadelphia, and confined in 
the Walnut Street Prison. — Neill Memorial, Fhila. 1875. See also Penna. 
Mag. vol. ii. p. 62. 
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Doors, We are at a loss in what manner to Act, and beg your 
Advice and Directions in what manner we are to proceed at 
this most Critical time. If the Stamps are distributed no 
Doubt We must use them, but as the Distributor has resigned 
his office, and there should not be another appointed, We 
would be glad to know whether We Can Clear Vessels with- 
out ; Certifying that Stamps are not to be obtained, or what 
other method will be necessary for us to take in that Case. 
We are, with great respect, Sir, 

Your Most Obed't and Very hbl'e Servts. 

ANDREW ELLIOT, 
LAMBT. MOORE. 
Addressed : On His Majesty's Service To the Hon. Charles Stewart, 
Esq., Surveyor-General of the Eastern middle District of America. 1 

1 Andrew Elliot was the third son of Sir Gilbert Elliot, Bart. He was in 
business in Philadelphia before 1748, was a subscriber to the first " City 
Dancing Assembly" in 1749, and in 1754 one of the four managers. In 1756, 
he was a member of Kidd's Company of Philadelphia Associators, and con- 
tinued a resident of this city until, by commission dated January 19, 1764, 
he was appointed Collector of Customs at New York. He " performed his 
official duties in a manner highly satisfactory," and had no difficulty of a 
serious nature with the people until 1774, " when he seized some firearms, and 
was threatened with a visit from the Mohaws and Red Indians, or, in other 
words, with a coat of tar and feathers." During the British occupation of 
New York, besides the Collectorship, he filled the important office of Super- 
intendent-General, and, with the Mayor and a Police Magistrate, administered 
the civil government of the city. He was also Receiver-General of Quit 
Rents, and, from 1780 until the evacuation, was Lieutenant-Governor. He 
was one of the three persons sent by Sir Henry Clinton to make a last effort 
to save Andre\ His property in New York and Pennsylvania was confiscated, 
and he retired to Scotland at the close of the war. Elliot was a most un- 
compromising " Loyalist," and after his return to his native land was very 
indignant with his nephew, Sir Gilbert Elliot, afterwards created Earl of 
Minto, for having voted in Parliament for the acknowledgment of our inde- 
pendence. He married first, Eleanor, daughter of George McCall of this city, 
and had one daughter, Eleanor, who married James Jauncey, Jr., of New 
York, and after his death Robert Digby, R. N., (brother of Henry, 7th Baron, 
and 1st Earl Digby), who, at his decease in 1815, was Senior-Admiral of the 
English Navy. Elliot's second wife was Elizabeth, daughter of William 
Plumsted, sometime Mayor of this city. By her he had several children, of 
whom Elizabeth married Captain Cathcart, afterwards 10th Baron and 1st Earl 
Cathcart ; and Agnes Murray married Sir David Carnegie, Bart., represen- 
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THE GOVERNOR OF VIRGINIA TO THE OFFICERS OF THE CUSTOMS. 

"Williamsburg, Nov. 2, 1765. 
Gentlemen : — 

I have been sworn in Council to use my utmost endeavors 
to put in Execution an Act passed in the Session of the Par- 
liament of Great Britain directing what Stamps are to be used 
in your offices in carrying on the Business thereof from the 
first Instant. That Act, therefore, is to be your guide, and I 
have no advice to give you but that you act in conformity 
thereto, every deviation from it must be at your peril. 

FRANCIS FAUQUIEK.' 

To the Naval Officers of the Colony of Virginia. 

the surveyor-general of the customs for the southern 
district to the collector of the port at norfolk. 
Sir:— 

Almost every Officer within my district having applied for 
my directions how they were to act in case stamped Paper 

tative of the attainted Earldom of Southesk, to which a grandson has been re- 
cently restored. Mrs. Deborah Logan, in her recollections of the British 
occupation of Philadelphia [The Burlington Smiths, p. 186], says, "Mr. 
Eden (afterwards Lord Auckland), and his young wife, a daughter of Andrew 
Elliot, and whose mother was a lady of the Plumstead family of Philadel- 
phia." This statement, although so minute, is incorrect. William Eden 
married Eleanor, daughter of Sir Gilbert Elliot, 3d Bart., and niece of An- 
drew Elliot. Her mother was Agnes Murray Kynynmound, a wealthy Scotch 
heiress. 

Lambert Moore was a son of John Moore, Member of the Provincial 
Council of New York, who died Nov. 1, 1749, and grandson of John Moore, 
Collector of the Port of Philadelphia from 1702 to 1732. He was Comp- 
troller of the Customs before 1766, and held this position until the end of the 
Eevolutionary War. He was Clerk of the Corporation of Trinity Church 
in 1771. His wife, a daughter of Edward Holland, Mayor of New York 
City, and Member of the Provincial Council, died June 14, 1767, in the 37th 
year of her age. Sabine has confounded him with Thomas Moore, who died, 
at Norwich, Conn., June 19, 1784, and whose son, Eichard C. Moore, was 
Bishop of Virginia. For an account of Charles Stewart, to whom the letter 
of Elliot and Moore is addressed, see Sabine's Loyalists, 2d edition. 

1 Fauquier was Governor of Virginia from 1758 until his death in 1768. 
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could not be had, as the time for the Stamp Act's taking place 
approached, I delayed answering their respective Letters, hop- 
ing it might arrive in time. Agreeable to my hopes it is 
come in, but it seems Mr. Mercer is not allowed to distribute 
it. The difficulty still continuing, I made application to the 
Governor and Council for their advice on this occasion, which 
I am by my Instructions directed to do in all difficult Cases, 
but they were at a Loss how to advise, and, therefore, declined 
giving any opinion. In this situation I scarce know how to 
conduct myself, as all Bonds taken otherwise than on stamped 
paper, are by the Act of Parliament declared void. However, 
being desirous of contributing everything in my power to the 
relief of the Trade, I hope I may venture to advise you clear 
the Vessels as usual, at the same time granting a Certificate 
to the Commander of any Vessel as cleared, that you have 
not, nor can by any means procure stamped paper. You will 
at the same time, for your own justification, take from under 
the Master's hands that he is satisfied to risk such Entry and 
Clearance, being fully persuaded of the Case you represent, 
and that he will not recur to you for Damages, if for want of 
a proper Clearance his Vessel in any other Port should be 
seized and condemned. I flatter myself impossibilities will 
not be expected of us, and that from the Nature of the Case 
our Conduct will stand justified. 

PETER RANDOLPH, 

Surveyor- General. 
Williamsburg, Nov. 2, 1765. 

ACCOUNT OP COL. GEORGE MERCER'S ARRIVAL IN VIRGINIA, AND HIS 
RESIGNATION OF THE OFFICE OF STAMP DISTRIBUTOR. 1 

"Williamsburg (in Virginia), Oct. 31. 
This week arrived in York river, the ship Leeds, Capt. 
Anderson, in 9 weeks from London, on board of which came 
passenger George Mercer, Esq., Chief Distributor of Stamps 
for this colony. Yesterday in the evening he arrived in this 
city, and upon his walking up streets as far as the Capitol, in 

1 Pennsylvania Journal, No. 1197. 
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1 is way to the Governor's, was accosted by a concourse of 
gentlemen assembled from all parts of the colony, the General 
court sitting at this time. They insisted he should imme- 
diately satisfy the company (which constantly increased) 
whether he intended to act as a commissioner under the 
Stamp Act ; Mr. Mercer told them that any answer to so im- 
portant a question that he should make, under such circum- 
stances, would be attributed to fear ; though he believed none 
of his countrymen, as he had never injured them, could have 
any design against his person ; insisted that he ought to be 
allowed to wait on the Governor and Council, and to receive 
a true information of the sentiments of the colony (whose 
benefit and prosperity he had as much at heart as any man in 
it) and that he would, for the satisfaction of the company 
then assembled, give them his answer on Friday at ten o'clock. 
This seemed to satisfy them, and they attended him up as far 
as the CofFee-House, where the Governor, most of the Council, 
and a great number of gentlemen were assembled ; but soon 
after many more people got together, and insisted on a more 
speedy and satisfactory answer, declaring they would not de- 
part without one. In some time, upon Mr. Mercer's promis- 
ing them an answer by five o'clock this evening, they departed 
well pleased ; and he met with no further molestation. 

And accordingly he was met this evening at the capitol, 
and addressed himself to the company as follows : 

I now have met you agreeable to yesterday's promise, to 
give my country some assurances which I would have been 
glad I could with any tolerable propriety have done sooner. 

I flatter myself no judicious man can blame me for accept- 
ing an office under an authority that was never disputed by 
any from whom I could be advised of the propriety or weight 
of the objections. I do acknowledge that some little time be- 
fore I left England I heard of, and saw, some resolves which 
were said to be made by the House of Burgesses of Virginia ; 
but as the authenticity of them was disputed, they never ap- 
pearing but in private hands, and so often and differently 
represented and explained to me, I determined to know the 
real sentiments of my countrymen from themselves : And I 
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am concerned to say that those sentiments were so suddenly 
and unexpectedly communicated to me, that I was altogether 
unprepared to give an immediate answer upon so important a 
point ; for in however unpopular a light I may lately have 
been viewed, and notwithstanding the many insults I have 
from this day's conversation been informed were offered me 
in effigy in many parts of the colony ; yet I still natter myself 
that time will justify me ; and that my conduct may not be 
condemned after being cooly inquired into. 

The commission so very disagreeable to my countrymen 
was solely obtained by the genteel recommendation of their 
representatives in General Assembly, unasked for ; and though 
this is contradictory to public report, which I am told charges 
me with assisting the passage of the Stamp Act, upon the 
promise of the commission in this colony, yet I hope it will 
meet with credit, when I assure you I was so far from assisting 
it, or having any previous promise from the Ministry, that I 
did not know of my appointment until some time after my 
return from Ireland, where I was at the commencement of the 
session of Parliament, and for a long time after the act had 
passed. 

Thus, gentlemen, am I circumstanced. I should be glad to 
act now in such a manner as would justify me to my friends 
and countrymen here, and the authority which appointed 
me ; but the time you have allotted me for my answer is so 
very short that I have not yet been able to discover that 
happy medium, therefore must intreat you to be referred to 
my future conduct, with this assurance in the mean time that 
I will not, directly or indirectly, by myself or deputies, pro- 
ceed in the execution of the act until I receive further orders 
from England, and not then without the assent of the Gene- 
ral Assembly of this colony ; and that no man can more ar- 
dently and sincerely wish the prosperity thereof, or is more 
desirous of securing all its just rights and privileges, than 

Gentlemen, Yours &c, 

GEORGE MERCER. 

Vol. ii.— 21 
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This declaration gave such general satisfaction that he was 
immediately borne out of the Capitol gate, amidst the repeated 
acclamations of all present. As soon as night set in the whole 
town was illuminated, the bells set a ringing, and every mark 
of joy shown at this gentleman's declining, in such a genteel 
manner, to act in an office so odious to his country. 

DRAUGHT OF GOVERNOR FAUQUIER'S CERTIFICATE OF COL. 
mercer's 1 RESIGNATION. 
Virginia, ss. : — 

I do hereby certify that George Mercer, Esq., appointed 
distributor of the Stamps for this Colony, having declined 
acting in that character until further orders, declared before 
me, in Council, that he did not bring with him, or was ever 
charged by the Commissioners of the Customs in England 
with the care of any Stamps, particularly for the use of the 
officers of the customs in this Colony ; and that he saw some 
forms of bonds at the stamp office in England, which he was 
informed the Commissioners of the customs had ordered to 
be prepared to be sent by them to their several officers in 
America. 

Given under my hand, and the seal of the Colony, this 
day of in the year of the reign 

of His Majesty King George the third. 

1 George Mercer was a lieutenant in the Virginia line in 1753 ; in Jan. 
1754 he " will worthily succeed to a captaincy" wrote Washington, who 
seems to have entertained friendly feelings towards him, making him his aid- 
de-camp in October, 1755, and selecting him to accompany him to Boston. 
In 1757, he had risen to the rank of Lt.-Ool. in the new Virginia Eegt. In 
1763, he was sent to England to press a settlement of the claim of the Ohio 
Company, and while there was appointed Stamp Master for Virginia. He 
does not seem to have looked upon his forced resignation as binding ; for just 
before his return to England, Nov. 1765, he made James Mercer his deputy ; 
the power-of-attorney to that effect, and his commission as agent of the Ohio 
Company are printed in the Historical Record, vol. iii. p. 587. He was in 
London in 1775. 



